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e Needle Felting Mat (large) (Art No. 8911) e ;L
e Claw and Mat Cleaner (Art No. 8919) < ;-1
e Patchwork Scissors (Small) (Art No. 493/S) =

1 piece of light aqua wool felt 40cm x 50cm

Small selection of coordinating fabrics.

I am using pieces from the Faraway Places

collection by Elizabeth Olwen for Cloud 9 Fabrics.

You need less that a Fat Eight of each. =
Fat 8th packs are great for this sort of project!

Interfacing: IR

1x Fat Quarter thin wadding.
My favourite is #279 80/20 cotton mix by Vlieseline

Everything Else:

e Wool tops in:

mid green, dark green, light green, white, mid blue, dark blue,
light blue, mid brown, dark brown, light brown, mid grey

e 35cm wide x 45cm long cushion insert
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Tools Needle Felting Tool Pen Style Needle Felting Claw and Mat
e Needle Felting Tool Mat (large) Cleaner
« Needle Felting Tool (Art No. 8900) ﬁ e E——
« Pen Style Needle Felting Tool (Art No. 8901) &= =i |
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« Water Erasable Marker (Thick) (Art No. 516) ¢ | @& = 4
e Mesh Transfer Canvas (Art No. 474) MU o £ L |
e Eraser Pen (Art No. 518) g 2 ==
¢ Protect and Grip Thimble (Large) (Art No. 6027) e
* Gold Eye Embroidery Needles Patchwork ~ Water Eraser Protect and Grip Protect and Grip
(No. 3-9) (Art No. 235) Scissors Erasable =~ Pen  Thimble (Large) Thimble (Large)
. Small Marker
Fabric: s (Thick) e = E
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e 1m black pompom trim

e 1m coordinating embroidered ribbon for the trim.
e Stranded embroidery floss in off white

e Your usual sewing needs
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e
Clover Free Hugs Cactus Cushion

Here’ s How: Mine is a random wave IMAGE 3.
It is really easy to achieve on almost any sewing machine.

NB: seam allowances are all 2 cm (1/4” ) unless otherwise stated.
Please read all instructions through and assemble the equipment before beginning.

Cutting:
From your patchwork fabrics, cut 42 random squares measuring 8cm each

Preparation:

Take the felt fabric and with the water erasable marker, draw a rectangle, nicely
centred 35cm wide x 45cm long.

This is the front area of your cushion. Using the transfer mesh and the water
erasable marker, transfer the cactus pattern onto the middle of the felt IMAGE 1.

IMAGE 2 IMAGE 3

Trim the quilted panel to 35cm wide x 45cm long.
This is the backing for the cushion and it is ready to use.

The felting comes next!
Use the needle felting tool to fill in the cactus shape with mid green wool IMAGE 4.

IMAGE 1 TIP: use the pen style needle felting tool for edges and fine work.
I like to use it with only one needle in it.
'tl';P:dwo.rk on the non-glossy side of the mesh and use a normal pencil to trace Shade with the darker green to the right hand side IMAGE 5.
e design.

Then lay this onto your cushion and retrace the design with the water erasable
marker.

No worries about reversing the design or anything like that.

Clean the mesh with a soft white eraser.

Making:

Start on the patchwork panel.
Simply join the squares to form a simple patchwork Sback IMAGE 2.
They should be 6 squares wide x 7 squares long.

IMAGE 4

Press and lay the patchwork panel onto the wadding.
Quilt with your favourite design.
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TIP: it is not really important to shade from the right hand side
but whatever you do, decide where the light is coming from and
shade the same side all over.

If the cactus is shaded on the right hand side, it means that
the light is coming from the left.

Highlight the opposite side to the shade IMAGE 6.

IMAGE 6

TIP: the Claw and mat cleaner tool is amazing for lightly blending

the wool shade and highlights. It really helps to get them perfect.

Make the pot in the same way, starting with a mid-blue and
shading with darker blue before highlighting with light blue.
The spots are just plain white.

The soil is brown with shading and highlights IMAGE 7.
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TIP: I have made a white rim on the bowl and used the mid grey to
shade the rim.

The great thing about this sort of project is that you can make it as
simple or as involved as you like.

If you are not confident, leave these bits out. Your motif will still
look amazing.

Thread the embroidery needle with 2 strands of off white embroidery
thread and make some spikes in groups of 5 on the cactus IMAGE 8.

IMAGE 8

Attach the embroidered ribbon to the top and the bottom of
the cushion front IMAGE 9.

IMAGE 9
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TIP: this is a valuable trick when putting the colours together.
The ribbon echoes the colours of the patchwork on the back and
stops the cushion front from becoming too bland.

Where you attach it will depend on how thick it is.

Mine is 1cm wide and 3cm from the bottom and top.

To complete the cushion, trim the original rectangle that you drew

and attach the back pompom trim to the top and bottom IMAGE 10.

IMAGE 10

Place this panel right sides together with the patchwork back one
and sew around the sides leaving a gap in the base.

Trim across the corners and turn the cover the right way out.
Insert the cushion and close the gap in the base.
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Designer’ s Favorite

Mesh Transfer Canvas (Art No. 474)

OMG where has THIS been all my life!

There are as many ways to transfer a design
as there are days in the month and maybe
even more.

What makes this a stand out is that it is

so easy to use.

Simply trace the design from the template
with a pencil (I used a HB) and then

retrace it onto your chosen fabric with a water erasable marker.

No flipping, getting words the right way around or ironing to be done.
I like to clean it with a soft white eraser afterwards.

And you can use it again and again.

https://www.clover-mfg.com/product/9/235

Another light bulb moment.

This tool is great for ultra-fine work and it makes ‘}f, o

-
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the edges of your work super neat.

I have two - one with three needles in for faster
work and one with just one for super detail.

If you are going for a more realistic image,

this is a must!

https://www.clover-mfg.com/product/12/88
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SCALE 1:200

*Please enlarge to 200% to use.
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